NHS Funded Nursing Care —
Single one off backdated payment for
2021/22 for COVID-19

Dear Colleagues,

On the 11t May 2022, the Department of Health and Social Care announced the new rate for NHS-
funded nursing care (FNC) 2022/23 and a retrospective uplift for 2021/22, in recognition of the
additional time and work provided by nurses in care homes with nursing during COVID-19
pandemic?.

This communication aims to provide an approach to validating and making the additional payments
to care homes with nursingin 2022/23 in respect of the 2021/22 retrospective uplift.

An allocation of £87m was distributedto Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs)to meet this
additional non-recurrent payment within the final resource allocations for 2021/22, communicated
on 15t April 2022. CCGs wereinstructed to make appropriate accruals for this in their 2021/22
accounts.

The recommended approach for validating and making payment has been co-produced with relevant
stakeholders and aims to offer a simple process that provides the necessaryassurance while settling
payments in a timely way.

Recommended approach

The CCGs or those working on behalf of the CCG (Local Authority, Commissioning Support Unit or
Community Provider), hereafter referredto as the CCG, are toreview and consolidate data on FNC
activity for 2021/22 and work with the Care Home with Nursing provider throughout the backdating
payment process.

The CCG will send the Care Home with Nursing the following information to cross-reference and
mutually determine the backdated activity and FNC payment:

. name of CCG

. resident ID (unique ID) or if unavailable, name of resident
J admission date

. daterange from

0 daterangeto

. number of days

. amount backdated
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. total sum by days by rate
. totalsum per CCG.

Any documents will be sent securely, password protected if containing identifiable information or by
email if only an ID file. This will then be verified by the care home with nursing and then transacted

by the subsequent payment date. Where there are queries that extend beyond this date/timeframe,
CCGs should aim to pay for the undisputed activity, whilst continuing to resolve outstanding queries.

The aim although challenging would be to have an agreed position of activity and backdated
payment requirement by the week commencing the 27t June 2022. Enabling the payment to be
made on the subsequent payment date.

If the suggested timescales slip or the payment run falls after the CCGs close down on the 30th June
2022 the CCG will need to accrue the liability for transfer tothe ICB when established, who will be
the organisationthat will settle any remaining liability with providers.

Responsibilities

The payment contribution for FNC for those deemed eligible is a financial arrangement between the
responsible CCG andthe care home with nursing supporting the person receiving the care. Itis not a
payment the CCG would make to anindividual. All backdated payments should be made by the CCG
to the care home with nursing or via the relevant local authority in certain cases, under the
arrangements agreedfor 2021/22. These should adhere to the requirements set out in National
Framework for NHS Continuing Healthcare and NHS-funded Nursing Care and the NHS-funded
Nursing Care Practice Guidance (2018):

“Where a CCG assesses that the resident’s needs require the input of a registered nurse they
will pay the NHS-funded nursing care payment (at the nationally agreed rate) direct to the
care home, unless there is an agreement in place for this to be paid via a third party (eg a
local authority)” .

As this is a retrospective uplift payment for 2021/22, in recognition of the additional time and work
provided by nurses in care homes with nursing during COVID-19 pandemic. Individuals eligible for
FNC may need to be advised by their care provider about what this payment may or may not mean
to them under the terms of their contract.
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